SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 
PUBLISHED IN THE 
PUNJAB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDE, 
AND THE 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


From the Ist to the 8th of Msrch, 1868, 


RDA PPE OL BLD DAD POI AA AL 


Tam Nusseem Jounpore, of the 4th of February, the Moofeed- 
ool Anam, of the 6th, and the Zea-ool Ukbar, of the 10th, do 
not furnish pny requiring special notice. " 


The Sukatle Punjab, of the 5th of February, ebtiies the 
last news from Burmah concerning the rebel prince and the 
Shan tribes, &c., &c., already published in English papers. 


The Ukbar Alum, of the 6th of February, is also barren of 
news requiring particular notice. 


The Adebe Hind, of the 7th of February, publishes the fol- 
lowing under the heading * Ulwur.” “On the 16th of Janu- 
ary, news was received herethat the Agent for the Rajpootana 
States was about to pay a visit; the news was conveyed by the 
Rajah, and Pundit Roop Narain Patrol was sent out to re- 
ceive the Agent Sahib; after which the Rajah’ himself went, 
and met the Agent on the road. The Agent Sahib alighted 
from his buggy, and the Rajah from his horse ; after which, 
both got into the buggy and drove into Ulwur. On the way, 
the Agent Sahib praised the cleanliness apparent on the roads, 
They went tothe Motee Doongree garden, and there also praise 
was bestowed,” &e., &e.; * after this, tle Rajah took leave 


of the Agent and went to his mahal. On the 18th, a Durbar © 


was held, and a bhiilut from Her Majesty the Queen, which 
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_ that they are not without patrons who are ready to deal justly 
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the Agent had brought with him, was presented to the Ma- 
harajah, This, a necklace of pearls, was then placed on the 
Maharajah’s neck by the Agent, and the Maharajah returned 
many thanks for it. The usual nuzzurs were presented ; the 
Agent inspected the different offices, jail, &., on the 19th, 


and praised the Darogah highly for his good tbeth upon whieh | 


the Maharajah increased the Darogah’s pay. The Agent was 
much pleased with all the offices, and said he would report 
favorably of them. Onthe 20th, the Agent Sahib started for 


Jeypore; the Maharajah accompanying him as far as Rajghur, 
on a shooting excursion.” 


The Punjabee Ukbar, of the 7th of February, opens with a 
continuation of the article headed “ Durbars and their results 
and benefits”. The writer explains why country Durbars were 
held in former times ; that they were got up for either the 
pomp and display of state, or for the purpose of rewarding 


loyal subjects. ‘* But,’’ he adds, ‘‘ this is not the case with | 


Durbars of the present day, as their real object.is to afford ease 
and comfort to the ryot. The first benefits derivable from the 
Durbars at Agra and Lucknow were the opportunities they af- 
forded the Ameers of Hind of becoming acquainted with the 
Naib Sultanut of the Queen, in Hind, and paying him the res- 
pect due; secondly, that some of the best among them might 
receive honors and respect, in order that their brethren might 
follow their good example, and learn that such rewards were 
bestowed by Government for good works: whoever sees the 
Durbars of the present day will observe that nothing but 
burakat (prosperity) is to be gained. Our patrons are those 
who favor and protect us, who root up tyranny, and encourage 
all that affords benefit to the public. These collect: in such 
Durbars; and those who are subject to them, are to be found 
there also, and receive at the same time honor and respect. 


Ino this way the hakim, in the course of his duty, sees many 
highly respectable men, receives respect from them, and finds © 


them with closed hands in his presence.. Those who are’ pre- 
sent receive the honor that is due to them, and:they know 
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with them, and look to their interests. Men. of inferior. 
rank see men of high position, and are glad ; for they say, ‘if 
such an one be.a mar of rank and wealth, he is one ‘for him- 
self alone ; what can he do for me? if near him I am weak, then’ 
I am so for myself alone ; for the ‘man of-rank can do. no more ~ 
than display his rank.’ . In the Durbars of olden time, there | 
were great disputes, inasmuch: as that a person, whether 
deserving or not, received presents and favors; he had scarcely 
emerged from the Darbar . when people made insulting ges- 
tures to him; of course, if he. happened to be an‘ active and. 
clever man, with good prospects, he was not. much in their 
power; had it been otherwise, those very insulting people 
would soon have disgraced him. It is said that a particular 
kind of glory is given to the hzkim in these Durbars, which 
was not the case in ancient Durbars—that is, both parties re- 
ceive rank and glory, inasmuch as that both parties bear friend- 
ship towards each other ; and all God’s creatures receive justice 
and ease. Itshould be understood that Durbars are not mere- 
ly places of the heart’s inclination, where we can flatter the 
hakims by bowing before them and paying respect, and. by so 
doing get them into our nets; but on the contrary, they are 
places where our own worthiness and merit may be tried ; and 
it is therefore becoming in us to present ourselves as merito- 
rious persons, and remember that this alone ‘pleases and gives 
satisfaction to the hakim, instead of the vain flattering beha- 
viour from which the Aakim- turns away. Butif we should 
converse upon public reform, and interest ourselves in it, such’ 
would be considered worthy acts on our part,. and as s such 
highly appreciated by the meanal : 


The Meerut Bécctie, of the 8th of. February, does not re- 
quire special notice. — 


The Koh-i-Noor,. of the 8th of. February, publishes aletter os s 
commenting upon the order of. Lord Dalhousie anent the na-. a 
tives wearing shoes in Court, and the more recent one passed 
by the present ‘Governor-General ‘on the same subject. The 
writer says, that he» cannot , waderatand why. these discus- 
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sions continue, unless it’ be that: the Aakems*themselves ‘are 
averse tothe natives wearing shoes m their presence ; but he 
 sayst—“‘A general rule concerning this ought to be established, 
_. because the Bengal ‘hakim does not object to natives wearing 
- shoes in his presence; while in the north some people allow it, 


and others do not: therefore a rule, applicable: to all places, 
ought to be established ; for to have different rules in different 
places urider one Government, causes grief to the rgo?. It 
should:also be remembered that as education progresses, the 
eyes of mankind are becoming more opened ; and the people of 
this country have now begun to know what is for their bene- 
fit, and what against them. Our Government, too, has opén 
ears for all:kinds of complaints; which was not the case dur- 
ing the reigns of the kings of Hind, when if any one stood up 
for theirreligion against another, that person was skinned, 
and .his skin stuffed with bhoosa, (chaff), In my humble 
opinion, although the High Court of Calcutta has gone in 
favor of ‘allowing the wearing of shoes in Courts, the High 
Court of the North-Western Provinces is against the measure ; 
and the Government with great justice referred the question 
to:‘the Bombay Court, and perhaps that of Madras will also be 
asked their opinion ; still in my opinion it would be well if the 
Reahces (Chiefs) were consulted in the matter; because, on 
reflection, it will be found that two parties are interested in 
the question, viz., the English Government, and the gentlemen 
of Hindoostan ; what justice would it be then to take the opin- 


ion of one party, and enforce the custom? But who will lise . 


ten tome? There is an’ old saying applicable to the case, viz., 
‘that in the house of. music, the nightingale’s voice alone:is 
heard ;’ but heard or not, I will still talk. M y argument is this, 
that if it is: the wish of Government to place both parties on 
the same footing, and listen to no complaints -on the subject, 
the plan is to adopt one rule all over India, We have had 
many discussions.on this question with good men ; the Un- 
grez (English) argue thus:.* when Hindoostanees go to the 
houses of their friends they take off their shoes , but when they 
g° to have an interview with the Ungrez: (English) they go 
wath their shoes on, which is au insult,’ ‘The: writer remarks 


that this is-a false idea, as it is clear that the interviews: of 
Hindoostanees -take place on-carpets spread for the purpose, 
and for this teason they have to take off’ their shoes,:but:not 
as a mark of respect. On the other hand, Europeans: sit upon 
ehairs and couches, therefore it is not necessary to take off — 
shoes; for when a person sits on a chair without his shoes, ‘he 
looks like a peacock without its tail.. Another argument.of 
the Ungrez logue is, that the natives do not take off their head- 
dresses in Durbars, as they, the English, do their hats, but:re- 
main covered from head to foot; therefore they ought to di- 
vest themselves of their shoes as a mark of respect. A little 
reflection will show how weak is this argument ; because one 
party take off their hats out of respect, the other should takeoff 
their shoes! This act is in itself disrespectful and insolent ; 
and a rule ought to be observed by which both parties may 
receive respect. To my thinking, in the first place; the mat- 
ter is so trifling, that the dispute appears to be mainly ‘due to 
English pride and haughtiness, with the wish to look down 
upon Hindoostanees; were it otherwise, this trifling matter 
would not have been taken up by clever writers and great au- 
thorities; whose energies, had they been devoted to something 
more important to the good of the empire and people, would, 
I feel sure, have been most beneficial, not only to the rulers, 
but to the ruled. If this thing is'really necessary, it’ would 
be only proper for Hindoostanees to follow the English cus- 
tom of taking off the hat, to divest themselves of their turbans, 
and keep them in their hands in the Durbar. — In this there 
would be seen the equality and one ¢olor; and excepting this, 
we do not see any other plan for arresting the discussion now 
going on. And in this the satisfaction of the hakim will be 
known ; as the removal of the hat is a purely English custom, 
and not Hindoostanee, so if the Hindoostanees adopt this 
custom, the English will have it all their own way. The others, 
poor and helpless as they have ever been, will be ‘defeated ‘in- 
this, as well as in all other things; and’ after all there is ‘but 
one point to be observed, either that the English take offtheir 
‘shoes, or the ‘Hindoostaneés their turbans. ‘Then, apain, 
there is 20: little likelihood of the English’ humiliating’ tlieim- 
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gelves by taking off their shoes, that. it would be foolish to 


ask the question ;, so that the only plan left -is for the Hin- 
doostanees to take off their turbans, by which both’ will save 


their honor and dignity. As the old saying runs, “ kill the 


snake, and. not break the stick.” . The writer adds, that—“ in 
this the Hindoostanees-wiil not suffer, because it- 1s much 
better to take off the honorable head-dress to save this dis- 
grace; and history too points out that the customs of the ruling 
power are followed by its subjects ; and in this case our Hindoos 
have been Hatims (boundlessly liberal) ; for when the Mussul- 
mans reigned, they, the Hindoos, immediately adopted the 
dress, conversation, habits, food, &c., of the Mahomedans ; and 
now, in the English reign, they are adopting the customs of 


the English ; in this respect, Ido not caré to specify any : 


particular point, as I have already written much on the. sub- 
ject, and I now leave the settlement of the question to news- 


writers and the people of Hindoostan.” ‘The Editor adds, 


‘¢ doubtless the opinion of the writer Khush Lall, vakeel of the 
High Court, Bengal, is as it has been in other cases, too strong ; 
but in the humble opinion of.the Editor, if the English were 
to imitate some of the ways of the ancient kings of Hindoostan, 
what would it signify ? that is, let them give up this respect- 
ful custom of removing their hats, and as the Hindoostanees 
have taken a fancy to going into assemblies with their caps 
and shoes on, so let the English do, By this,- many advan- 
tages will be gained, first, friendship will be increased between 
them ; second, this lengthy dispute, which has lasted for years, 
will be brought to an-end; third, there will be no longer any 


necessity for taking great care of one’s shoes, and each party will 
by it perhaps be spared the loss of their caps or shoes ; fourth, 


if anybody argues that there is no reason why the English 
should change their habits, one would be apt to say that if 
they had observed all their habits and customs, they would 
not now be wearing beards as they are, nor turbans on 
their hats as they. do ; besides which, even jewellery may now be 
seen on some of them; from which it is inferred that a change. 


has taken place, and therefore why should a change not. take, 


place in this great discussion,” ' 


_. The writer goes on tosay, that — 


CHT ) 


(¢ it is time this discussion ceased; asthe feeling now is, that 
‘all are alike, whether they be black, white, purple, or: hanes ; 
and that the hakim too’ ‘possess much of this: feeling.” 


Under the heading * Turkistan,’ > the following i is rr 
ed. “ From letters received, it appears that rumours are afloat 
to the effect that the English Government has resolved to 
attack Khorasan, A letter from Bokhara states that a Va. 
keel of the Shah who had returned from Hind, had told 
the Russian Commander-in-Chief, that in consequence of the 
English having a desire to possess the country, plans ought 

to be arranged so as to protect it, and frustrate their designs. 
In the first place, a cantonment should be formed at Charjo, 
on the Oxus. The Commander-in-Chief then plainly stated 
that Charjo ought to be.in his possession, as it is central, and 
commands the principal roads, &c., to Herat, Persia, and all 
the Afghanistan boundary. The Shah of: Bokhara took no 
notice of all this;. but the Russian General sent sixty thou- 
sand men to Charjo for the purpose of building there.” 


Under the heading ‘ Cabul news,” it is said that Ameer 
Azim Khan has issued orders prohibiting all “persons from 
taking the name of Shere Ali Khan. Some fearless ones who 
did so, have been sent to jail, and all their property has ‘been 
confiscated. This has‘ been done in opposition to the‘ rumour 


that Abdool Rhyman Khan has tenon possession of Turkis- 
tan.” 


- 


The Rahnoomai Punjab, of the 7th of February, has nothing 
of importance to notice, with the exception of a paragraph to 
the: effect that the Maharajah of Cashmere has sent to: the 
Punjab a lakh of.rupees in aid of the University at that place 
(Lahore) ; ; the writer adds, “this is an act of great generosity - 
on the pact of the Maharajah; and is’ worthy:of .him ;' we are 
sure other Chiefs will. follow this example.” : 


The Ukbar Unjumun, of the 8th’ of February, the Kaleid 
Ummed, of the 8th, the Khair-khwahk Punjab, of the'9th, the 
Ukmil-ool Ukbar, of the 12th, and the Rohileund Ukbar, of the 
Sth, do not call for particular notice. - 
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fom ‘English papers, publishes under the heading “ Baroda,” 


that the Maharajah has ordered the pay of his Wazzer dz'm, 


(prime minister) to be one lakh and thirty-four thousand 
rupees per annum, The writer says that this allowance ig 
even more than that of Governors and Lieutenant-Governors, 
and that much praise is due to him ; he adds, that “ the first 
Dewan Rao Sahib is dead, and that some e people say he has 
been poisoned.” 


The Uujn-ool Bharain, of the 6th of February, does not 
contain anything of importance; the Hon’ble-Mr. Maine is 
said to have arranged another Income Tax scheme, which will 
be placed before the Governor-General’s Council, &c., &e. 


Under the heading ‘* Baroda,” it is said that the Mahara- 
jah extends his bounty to twenty-two thousand persons, all 
of whom receive their daily food from him. The writer 
adds— how much generosity is there in the heart of this 
man in these times; and there is also much of merciful kind- 
ness in his disposition.” 


The Sholatoor, of the 11th of February, aiatioen that peace 


has not been proclaimed between Russia and Bokhara—* be- 
cause the Shah of Bokhara will not agree to three of the stipu- 
lations. laid down in the treaty. First, that in the large cities 
there shall be Russian residents ; second, that the Russians be 
allowed to purchase land; and third, that the lives and pro- 
perty of Russians be well protected. The General is trying 
his utmost to effect this ; but the Ameer of Bokhara, with the 
aid of Sadik, who is an enemy of the Russians, is attacking 
them. He has imprisoned one Russian officer and two artil- 
lery men, and one of the soldiers has been killed. By the 
Russian papers, it appears that Sadik has seized 1,040 head of 
eattle from.a fort near Juzzuk and Atea. ‘The Cossack and 
Riefeel (?) tribes who attacked Sadik were surrounded, but 


they managed to run off, leaving their cattle. behind; many 


of them suffered from the fire of the enemy. The papers 6aYy 


if Sadik lives, he will. give the Russians a good deal of trour 
ble.” | 
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The Rampore Ukbar, of the 7th of February, publishes the 


following under the heading “ Wisdom.” ‘In the:Burmah 
Durbars, Colonel Fytche Sahzb goes without shoes ; misfortunes 
are far from the’wise. In some places he takes off his shoes ; 
in: others, he takes off shoes from others. Moreover, in the 
Jumma Musjid, which is the most sacred of all. Mahomedan 
temples, the Sahib logue walk in with their shoes on.; the Gov- 
ernment takes care to protect all places of wey but here 
it is not done.” 


The Bhiddia Bilas, of the 8th of February, remarks that 


the Political Agent of Zillah Puttialla, has resolved upon 


stopping the correspondence between the hakim. and the rea- 


sui, so the Maharajah has determined on sending a confiden- 


tial agent to the Governor-General. The reason of all this 
is said.to be the disappearance of a misi (document) from the 


Government office, which has shaken the confidence formerly 


reposed in this reasué ; and, although for this one Kulwunt has 


been discharged, still, as the saying is, ‘ one rotten fish taints 
the whole pond.’ 


The Nujm-ool Ukbar, of the 12th of Febroary, the Jubwatoor, 
of the 18th, the Oordoo Delhi Gazette, of the 15th, and the 
Oude Ukbar; of the 11th, do not contain soything that demands 
particular notice. 


The: Lawrénce Gazette, of the 14th, contains extrasta froiti 
English and vernacular papers ; after which comes Cabul 
news, of little or no importance. On the 25th, orders are said 
to have been given to Nazir Hyder Khan, to treat Utha Ma- 
homed Khan, the Ungrez:Vakeel, with great’ hospitality, so 
that he may not be put to any inconvenience or trouble, The 
remainder appears-to be mere repetition of. what has already 
appeared in other papers. The Ameer of Cabul is said to send 


for the English Vakeel (Agent) at night, and “ talks with 


him for hours about the Government arrangements. ” 
The Allygurh Institute, of the 14th of Febraary, and the Mal- 


wa Ukbar, of the Sth, do not require particular notice.’ The 


latter paper publishes some remarks about the condition of 


Bhootan. The whole country is said to be in a’ bad way ; and 
all cor respondence from neighbouring places at a stand- still. 
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The writer, expresses a hope that Government will “ stop all 
instalments,” because it is not right to pay those Chiefs who 
do not continue peaceful. 


The Adeeb: Hind, of the 14th of February, the Matwa Ubbar, 
of the 29th of January, the Tutboodnee Puthur, of the 3lst 
of January, and the Muaz Ukbar, of the Ist of ey) do 
not contain anything of importance. 


a 


The following vernacular newspapers have been examined 


in this Report, viz. -— 
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